Santa Clara County Democratic Party
Endorsement Questionnaire (Legislators, County Supervisors, City Council & School Board Candidates)
August 2007
Name:

Address:

City:








Zip:

Day Phone:






Alternate Phone:

Fax:




     

Email:






Current Occupation:

Employer:
Office you are seeking:

Name of Campaign Committee:

FPPC ID #:

Projected funds needed to win:

To help establish viability, please list the funds raised as of: 8/30/07
Opponents:

Groups in Support:

Groups in Opposition:

Please mark only one position per issue below. 

	 Selected Issues of Concern
	Support
	Support with reservations
	Oppose

	IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
	
	
	

	Availability of multilingual voter information
	
	
	

	Programs/Services to undocumented immigrants 
	
	
	

	CIVIL RIGHTS
	
	
	

	Collecting demographic data on government forms to aid in providing services
	
	
	

	Government sponsored racial profiling for national security purposes
	
	
	

	Strong enforcement of all penalties for hate crimes
                   Selected issues of concern
	  Support
	   Support

      with reservations
	   Oppose

	Increase penalties for hate crimes
	
	
	

	Extension of benefits to gay and lesbian domestic partners
	
	
	

	Equal rights for gays and lesbians in employment, housing, and the military
	
	
	

	Marriage is between any two committed and loving people who intend to spend their lives together
	
	
	

	EDUCATION
	
	
	

	Support spending tax payer money for private school vouchers
	
	
	

	Continue to expand local government support for public education
	
	
	

	Military Recruiting at local high schools
	
	
	

	WORK PLACE ISSUES
	
	
	

	Worker representation through collective bargaining
	
	
	

	Support a living wage ordinance
	
	
	

	Will not cross an organized labor picket line
	
	
	

	Affirmative action
	
	
	

	Privatization of local government services 
	
	
	

	
WOMEN’S RIGHTS
	
	
	

	A woman’s right to reproductive options
	
	
	

	Public funding for prenatal care, family planning, and abortion services for low-income/immigrant women
	
	
	

	Comprehensive coverage for contraception and abortion under public and private medical insurance
	
	
	

	Parental consent 
	
	
	

	COMMUNITY CONCERNS
	
	
	

	A simple majority vote to pass tax measures
	
	
	

	Support policies that will establish single payer health care
	
	
	

	Death Penalty
	
	
	

	ENVIROMENT
	
	
	

	Efforts to balance environmental interest and needs for housing
	
	
	

	Policies should be in place to help reduce greenhouse emissions at all level of government
	
	
	

	Support initiatives to protect ranch and farm lands and other rural areas from uncontrolled development
	
	
	


Please mark one position per scenario below and provide an example of what you have done to further your position.

Diversity in the Workplace
Civil rights organizations and women’s groups believe that it is important for employers to hire staff that reflects the community and the nation as a whole.  Hiring practices are often alleged to be marred by entrenched institutionalized racism and/or sexism.  Do you support or oppose the hiring practices that make a conscious effort to diversify the workplace, along with other practices that would challenge the glass ceiling?

Support


Oppose
  Please Elaborate:
Reducing Family Violence
Currently various local government and non profit organizations offer services for the prevention and intervention of various forms of domestic violence, including spousal, child, elder abuse.  There are numerous cultural, economic and language barriers that perpetuate the cycle of violence and abuse in our communities.  Do you support or oppose government, including school district, funding for programs that target this problem?
Support


Oppose

  Please Elaborate:

Fair Representation
Many county and city appointed volunteer commissions do not reflect the demographics of the community in which they represent. If elected, would you actively outreach to your constituents to diversify these commissions – specifically in the areas of race and gender? Describe how you would assess and accomplish this outreach.

Support


Oppose

  Please Elaborate:
Please answer and elaborate with questions 1-17
1.
What have you done in the past five years to help strengthen the Democratic Party at the Local, State or National level?

2.
Have you sought or held any other public office?
3.
Please describe your constituency, both voting population and non-voting population.  What do you feel are the major issues in the community?  What is your long-term vision for the jurisdiction?
4.
In the event of a conflict between your views and those of a majority of your constituents, how would you come to a decision? What factors do you take into account when making a decision regarding a controversial issue?  
5.
Many in our community enjoy the natural wonders that are within our local environment.  Will you support protecting our local environment while at the same time continue economic growth?  If yes, how in the position that you are seeking will you achieve these goals?

6.
What plans do you have to improve access to the health care system for all segments of our community? 

7.
What barriers do you see facing the underserved, minority communities, both in the public and private sector?  How will you support the elimination of such barriers? Describe your plans as to how to identify and represent the diverse aspects of your constituents.
8.
In the position that you seek what policies would you consider to help promote local business, especially minority or women own?  

      9.
 In the position that you seek, what are your plans to improve public education in your 
             jurisdiction?
     10. Describe your views regarding the discussion of the teachings of various religions moral  
          codes and lifestyles in public schools.
     11. Describe your position on parental consent of an abortion for a minor. Do you support or    

           oppose that action?
12.
The cost of living has made it difficult to live in Santa Clara County.  What ideas do you have to make purchasing a home or renting more attainable?  What other ideas do you have to make life more affordable?
13.
The development of future leaders is necessary to continue our community’s prosperity.  How will you help develop our community’s future leaders?

      14.  What top three budgetary priorities would you defend in a budget crisis in your 
             jurisdiction? 
15. Describe how you will maintain a high level of transparency and accountability as a   

      public official. Will you support enforcement of penalties for unethical behavior of elected 
      and appointed public officials?
16.
Why are you running for the office that you seek? Have you sought or held any other public office? Why are you the best candidate? What is your long-term vision for the city/county in which you will serve?  What do you believe you can do to help move towards that vision if you win the office you seek?

      17. If given the opportunity, would you initiate legislation to achieve public financing of 
            elections at the local, state, and/or national level(s)?

Thank you for taking the time and effort to participate in the SCCDCC August 2007 endorsement process.   The Endorsement process interviews will be held on August, 27, 28 & 29 2007 between 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM and are scheduled for approximately 30-minute sessions.
 Some reminders:

- Upon receipt of your completed application, you will be contacted to confirm your time for the follow-up interview.  

- Time slots are assigned on a first-come, first-serve basis.
- Completed questionnaires will be made available to SCCDCC members, via the web, and will be password protected.

- Chartered clubs by the SCCDCC may be given access to completed questionnaires for their endorsement purposes upon the club’s request.
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

Please indicate your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices for a follow-up interview time below:
  6:00 PM 
_________
  6:30 PM 
_________

  7:00 PM 
_________

  7:30 PM 
_________

  8:00 PM 
_________

  8:30 PM 
_________

  9:00 PM 
_________

  9:30 PM 
_________

Please indicate the number where you can be contacted: __________________
All Interviews will take place at:

Santa Clara County Building
70 W. Hedding Street

San Jose, CA 95110
